Long Island’s
Senate Delegation
Comes to Republic
Airport to Honor
Our American
Veterans

vlnuull\..' e entire Long Islond
New York Sfate Senate delagation
fraveled fo Republic Alrport in
racognifion of the airport’s hiskoric rola
as port of our nation’s “Arsencl of
Democrocy” duing World War Il The
delegation announced plans fo create o
New York Veferans Hall of Fama at a
location still fo be determined by a
committes of vaterans and lowmakers,

A US Armyy vetaran and sponsor of
the legislation, Senalor Coesar Trunzo,
was joined by Sanator Charles Fuschille,
other members of the State Senate dele-
gation and some one hundred veferans
who rallied in support at the airport's
American Alrpower Museum.

"Mew York is alrsady home to Halls of
Fame thot recognize great bossball
players, soccar playars, wresllers, even
thoroughbred race horses. Our reol
haraes, tha men and women who hava
served - and confinue to samve - our
couniry, deserve no less,” said Senator
Trunzo.

Tha Hall would honor lagendary lead-
ars and everyday soldiers whose deeds
and accomplishments both in combat
and in civilian life marit special com-
mendafion. Included In thot group are
the nation-leading 663 New Yorkers
fhat hove eamed the Congressional
Medal of Honar... mare fhan ona-fifth of
The tokal.

Dean Skalos, of Rockyill

that only o Hall of Fame can provids,
s g fithing expression of our grafifude
and odmiration.”

Senator Michoel Balboni, chaiman
of the commiftae on Veferans,
Homalond Security and Military Affairs,
said, "We owe the freedom we cherish
foday to the extraordinory acls of veler-
ans who served throughout our coun-
fny's history.  With this Hall of Fame we
will honor and recognize thelr service
on fhe botflefield and hera af home.®

Senator's Trunzo's legisiation (5.431-

Ay provides for the creafion of an 18-
meamber council of veterans from
across the state which will determine
e locofion and design of ihe facility
and the rules for nominating

D eputy Senote Mojority Leoder

Cenire, said, “New Yorkers from
Teddy Roosevelt to Colin Powell, and
from the boftlefields of Long Islond fo
Baghdod, have shown exiraordinary
valor and courage in defense of free-
dom. Their service and accomplish-
ments sarn them the special recognifion

and Inducting veterans. For more infor-
mation on fhe Velarans Hall of Fama,
wisit the website:

http://www.NYVets.org

THE DIRECTOR NOW
ATTHE CONTROLS OF
REPUBLIC AIRPORT:
MICHAEL GEIGER

aw York Shale Department of
N Transporiation (NYSDOT)

Regional Direclor Subi Chakra-
borti recently observed that Michael
Geiger is a man equally ot home in the
cockpit of an airplane or before an
executive’s dask. No small wonder fhat
Gelger is the individual appoinied
Diractor of Republic Airport and one fhat
Chakraborti says has, “the skills, fem-
parment and infellect fo ansure Republic
remains a crifical konsportation asset
for the entire reglon at o fime when avi-
alion, technology and Long Island's
economy are undergolng strotegic
change.”

His comments come as Mr. Geiger
nuns one of the busiest general aviation
airpors in the state. A pilot and o
( confinued on bock )
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Republic Airport Commission

Chairman Sees Potential Compromise
with FAA Regarding Proposed Taxiway
Safety Relocation

officials from the Fadaral Aviation

Administration (FAAL), various
civic leaders and State Senator Charles
Fuschilla, Frank Nocering, Chairman of
the Republic Airport Commission,
believes the airport is now in o posifion
to negotiate with the FAA regarding thair
insistenca that fhe airport's Taxiway
Bravo be relocaled fo ensure befter
ground safaty.

F ollowing a public mesting with

Chairman Nocering sfated “A public
discussion thot alred the pros and cons

of such o move was in everyona’s inber-

st and underscored the alrport’s com-
mitment fo involve the public and keep
the community Informed. \We see this
maaling as a new beginning fo a coop-
arativi effort with our neighbors.”

fler questions by Nocering, Tom

Felix, from the FA&s Planning

and Engineering Division staled
that the foxiway should be relocoted to
o minimum of 300 f. from fhe center-
line of the runway, in accordance with
FAM design slandards. He also explained
to Stote Senator Fuschillo, and cihers
oftending the session, thot this laxiway
relocafion Is part of the FAX's goal fo
provide standardized Rurway Salaty
Areos fo airports notionwide,

In February the FAA sent the airport
o communigqué that stated *.._wa have
determined that dus to fhe non- sion-
dard saparation befwean Rumway 1-19
and current parallel Taxiway B, the
Stote should consider underfaking the
relocation of Taxiway ‘B’ in this Fiscal

Year os o first priority.” However, Chair-
man Nocering stated “Wa withheld any

decision on that letier until we received

additional clarification from fhe FAA."

Mr. Nocering conlinued, “Safaly
remains the paramount issue for fhis
Commission and wea will do everything
within our power lo ensure that this air-
port operates wall within safety regulo-
tions as sst down by federal and state
outhorifies, Hoving said thot, it must
b done with fhe knowledge of our
neighbors, with cleor-cut instuctions
from the FAA, and with a clear undar-
standing of what is- and isn't- being
proposad.” Ha furher reiterated that the
commission will not vote on fhe reloco-
tion of the taxiway without public input
on fhe matfer,



{ coviinued from "The Diractor? frot poge )

licensed, professional enginesr, he
raplaces Hugh Jones, who refired after
sanving more than 20 years s direcior
of the airport. "Michael Gaiger's axten-
sive experience as @ manager, a pilot
and an enginser is invaluoble as
Republic Airport moves info the 21st
Cantury," Chakraborti said,

“In commenting on Mike’s skills, wa
need to thonk Hugh Jones once again
for his fremendous leadarship, which
helped moke Republic Airport the criti-
cal fransporfation and economic devel-
opment asset it is today.”

eiger has worked for the depart-
Gmenl's regional office on Long

Ishond for 24 years, having most
recantly servad as the acling planning
and davalopment suparvisor, oversea-
Ing fhe development of highway con-
struction projects and assisting with the
management of the reglon’s copital
program.  Geiger also has provided an
assenfiol reglonal perspactive in his
capacity os o member of the NYSDOT
Transformalion Phase [V team, which
was involved in recommending new
approaches fo betler implement DOT
initiatives

“Mirport Director Geiger has a long-

standing reputation for his obility o
shrengthen our fransportation system for
the purpose of growing our economy,”
obsarved Dasmond Ryan, executive
director of fhe Association for o Betier
Long Istond. “His amlval ot Republic is
welcomed by those who want a strong
and vibrant Republic Alrport.”

5 port of the shategy designed

to improve monagement of NYS-

DOT assets, Gelger raports o the
Ragional Office, which hos assumed
daily responsibility for Republic Airport
with confinued ossistancs from
NYSDOT's Passenger Transporation
Division. In o further sfiort to create an
anhanced infermodal approach fo
fransportation solutions, Geigar has
also assumed fhe responsibility for
coordinafing Issues and projects
between the Long Island Rail Read and
the Reglon as well as Long Island alr-
paris.

Wal-Mart at
Republic
AirportUnder
Construction

nca upon a fima, Pohtechnic

University sited an educational

complex along Route 110 fo
suppart research and engineering at
Republic Aviation. Buf fhat wos marry
yaars ago and Fairchild-Republic has
been gone for nearly 20 years,
Regretiully, this prime location lan-
guished. Until now.

A joint public-private inffiafive s
braathing new life into the proparty,
allowing the Town of Babwylon, Republic
Airpor, the New York Stote Department
of Transportation and Breslin Realty
Davelopment Corporation fo work to-

gether fo pove fhe woy for o new Wal-
Mart and ofher refail stores on the sile.

The Breslin project not only demolish-
s an emphy and shuttered complex,
but cliows the property fo genarate new
fox revanue for the Town of Babylon
and ihe neighboring school disfricls,
provide an apporunity to create local
jobe and bring new shoppers Info fhe
Town of Bobylon from neighboring
communifies. Alrport Director Michael
Gaigar nofed that construction of the
new Wal-Mart actually allows this parcel
fo be on the tax rolls for he first fime in
years, given fhat its prior use wos by a
not-for-profit educational insfittion

Republic Airport played a critical rola
in allowing fhe Wal-Mart fo be built
because, while not on its property, fhe
airport is permiting o land swap fo
foke ploce that will see ifs road network
shiff in order to accommedate changes
in the frofiic pottems required fo ensure
a gridlock-free Wal-Mart parking plon.

Talon Air: A
Republic Airport
Success Story

T he opaning of fhe new 40,000

square fool Talon Air hangor at

Republic Airport continues fo
underscors fhe desire for general avio-
fion fo have stake of fhe art facilities
on Long Island.

The hangar is part of fhe Talon Air
charter company fhat wos foundad by
owner and pilot Adam Kofz. His is the
fyploal success story thot often sur-
rounds aviation. Ha bought his first
plane in 2001 and began o charter
business that has grown quickly,
thanks o his commitment fo service
and professionalism. With eight aircraft
and 25 pilots, Talen Air Is now a
waorldwide operafion that caters to the
needs of business CEOs, Forfune 500
companies and calebrities




